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SPEECH TO THE * WORLD FEDERATION OF EDUCATION
AUTHORITIES*. FIRST BIENNIAL CONFERENCE: AT EDIN-
BURGH, JULY 20, 1925

IN greeting an assembly such as this, it is natural to
tell them that, when they come to Edinburgh, they
have come to the Mecca of their subject.   A few weeks
ago I welcomed an incursion of some hundreds of Ameri-
can doctors to Edinburgh as the Mecca of Medicine.
Their own leader was going to say the same thing, but
fortunately I got it in first.   To you one may, with equal
truth, call Edinburgh the Mecca of Education.   I am
told that pilgrims to the real Mecca suffer all manner of
discomfort in transport and accommodation, not to
speak of the minor horrors of pilgrimage, but treat it
lightly because they are buoyed up by two sentiments,
their devotion to an ideal, and their enjoyment of the
adventure of travel.   If you require them you have the
same two consolations : you are idealists in a great and
worthy cause ; and you have come to a city where it is
easy to escape from the tedium of the conference room
into surroundings that are rich in beauty and historical
interest, and are potent in the stimulus of their romance.
It is inspiring to address such a concourse of men
and women, drawn together by a common enthusiasm,
experts in the same noble profession.   It is inspiring also
to think that behind the visible audience there is another,
not in the same sense expert, but composed of persons
to whom the subject has just as real an interest as it has
to ourselves : a widespread audience of fathers, mothers*
sons, daughters, to whom education is part of the daily
problem of life.   There is no time to say more than a
few words to you and to them.   What little I can say
is said from the standpoint of one who has given the best